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. . 317 NATIONAL ENERGY ISSUES ---------- THURSDAY, JULY 19, 2001 U. S. Senate, Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources, Washington, DC. The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 9: 30 a. m. , in room SD-366,
Dirksen Senate OFice Building, Hon. JeF Bingaman, chairman, presiding. OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JEFF
BINGAMAN, U. S. SENATOR FROM NEW MEXICO The Chairman. We have a two-part hearing today. In the first
half we will discuss legislative proposals to address some of the barriers that currently inhibit the market
penetration of distributed generation technologies, including distributed power from renewable energy. This
cluster of clean and efficient technologies includes fuel cells, wind, photovoltaics, and microturbines. In contrast
to electricity produced at large central powerplants, which travels over transmission and distribution lines to
reach the ultimate consumer, distributed generation is smaller in scale and produces electricity at or near the
site where it is to be used. Distributed power is automatically 7 to 10 percent more eFicient than central station
power, because that is how much electricity is lost in the transmission process. It has become an increasingly
attractive option for customers who demand a power source with high reliability and who want to control their
peak demand or to use renewable energy. The second half of the hearing will address hydroelectric relicensing
legislation. Non-Federal hydropower represents 5 percent of all electric power generated in the United States. It
provides a far greater percentage of the electric power. . . This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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