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Russell Sage Foundation, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. New.. 218 x 147 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. Due to continuing immigration and increasing racial and ethnic inclusiveness,
higher education institutions in the United States are likely to grow ever more diverse in the 21st century. This
shift holds both promise and peril: Increased inter-ethnic contact could lead to a more fruitful learning
environment that encourages collaboration. On the other hand, social identity and on-campus diversity remain
hotly contested issues that often raise intergroup tensions and inhibit discussion. How can we help diverse
students learn from each other and gain the competencies they will need in an increasingly multicultural
America? Dialogue Across Difference synthesizes three years worth of research from an innovative field
experiment focused on improving intergroup understanding, relationships and collaboration. The result is a
fascinating study of the potential of intergroup dialogue to improve relations across race and gender. First
developed in the late 1980s, intergroup dialogues bring together an equal number of students from two
different groups such as people of color and white people, or women and men to share their perspectives and
learn from each other. To test the possible impact of such courses and to develop a standard of best practice,
the authors of Dialogue Across Difference incorporated various theories of social psychology, higher education,
communication studies and social work to design and implement a uniform curriculum in nine universities
across the country. Unlike most studies on intergroup dialogue, this project employed random assignment to
enroll more than 1,450 students in experimental and control groups, including in 26 dialogue courses and
control groups on race and gender each. Students admitted to the dialogue courses learned about racial and
gender inequalities through readings, role-play activities and personal reflections. The authors tracked
students...
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