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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Anna
Karbashyan (illustrator). 216 x 140 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Every
year, hundreds of thousands of California fourth-graders embark on a fascinating journey of discovery called
The California Mission Project. This project introduces kids and their families to the life and work of the
Franciscan priest and founder Junipero Serra, whose vision and leadership established what ultimately became
a network of 21 missions (built between 1769 and 1823) that shaped the life of early California and a history and
culture that thrives to the present day. On September 23rd, 2015, Pope Francis named Junipero Serra a saint--
America s first Latino saint--calling him one of the founding fathers of the United States and a special patron of
the Hispanic people of the country. Award-winning writer and historian Gregory Orfalea offers this lively guide
for students and their families to the life, missions and legacy of Junipero Serra. Beginning with Serra s birth in
Mallorca, Spain, and tracing his exciting, danger-filled, journey of nearly 20,000 miles across sea and land--
much of that on a painfully infected foot--Orfalea takes us step by step through the New World he helped to
shape.Orfalea shows how a poor farmer s son became an inspired priest and explorer, standing as a leader
seeking to protect California s Native Americans from the often brutal Spanish soldiers as he sought to bring
them a better life. This guide will help students and their families understand Serra and his world as it guides
them in their own discovery of California s historic missions.Advance Praise Every California 4th grade teacher
searches for ways to bring the story of the missions alive. Orfalea, the author of the breakthrough biography
from Scribner, brings the story...
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