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Excerpt: . . . the Institute and USGS, sections of the Center. Caves in diFerent climatic, geologic, report are being
written by BLM, FWS, and geographic settings may have diverse USFS, and the Environmental Protection and
variable bacterial communities; Agency. Authors are contributing their however, the natural microbial makeup
of writing time, the Interim Director is editing caves is unknown and uninventoried on a and compiling the
publication, and USGS is broad scale. DNA fragment profiles of funding the cost of preparation, printing, and
bacteria in cave sediments will be distribution in late 2002. determined for a general view of community
diversity. Initially, 12 caves across the The Institute and USGS are working closely country on federal, state, and
private land to organize a program to produce an are being identified for sampling 4 times improved national
karst map and an over a 1-year period. The number of caves associated web-based network of karst sampled
will be increased as additional information. Federal and State agencies, the funds become available. The
information speleological community, and academia will be made available on the Internet to any have
repeatedly expressed the need for an interested research scientists. accurate and detailed national karst map to
better understand the distribution of soluble WKU has, over the last several years, rocks in the United States.
Maps at a variety developed a graduate program tailored to the of scales are needed to educate the public
needs and schedules of NPS cave and karst and legislators about karst issues,...
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