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indexed. Not illustrated. 1855 Excerpt: . same year died the venerable and renowned Heyraden Barbarossa, at
the advanced age of eighty. To repair the loss of his great admiral the grand signior issued an order that all
Turkish and Barbary corsairs should render obedience of Dragut, as their captain-general; but while thus
bestowing the authority, the title of captain-basha, through some court jealousy, was withheld. Dragut,
however, was not a man to trouble himself about so small a matter as the title of an office. Substantial and
available power was the object of his ambition, and to obtain this he resolved to imitate the example of
Barbarossa the First, and secure a stronghold for himself on the southern shore of the Mediterranean, which he
could make a depot for prizes, and a safe naval station for his own and the galleys of his dependants, and
where, under the nominal protection of the grand signior, he could erect an independent principality.
Entertaining this design, he collected a squadron; and in mid-winter, when the Christian fleets had abandoned
the sea, he attacked and made himself master of the Monester, Susa, and Fugues--three small towns belonging
to the kingdom of Tunis, but which, from their defenceless position, had frequently changed masters, and were
then in possession of the Spaniards. Dragut satisfied himself that neither of these places could be made tenable
against the imperial fleet which would visit them in the spring. A stronger and more defensible position was
necessary for his purposes--and he...
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